Field
Sugar Position Paper

Brief Prompt: Should added and/or processed sugar be regulated by the government in America?  Develop a nuanced and specific claim that answers this question.  Then, work to explain, defend and convince your reader of the significance of your ideas.

Long Prompt:  Should added and/or processed sugar be regulated by the government in America?  Develop a nuanced and specific claim that answers this question.  Obviously, this involves stating yea or nay, but I want you to explain the details of the current state of your thinking beyond the black-or-white/yes-or no-option that simply answering ‘yes’ or ‘no’ limits you to.  Your answer may very well be in one of the following forms:  “yes, but only in cases of…..” or “No, but we should also consider…..”.  Choose a sub-topic that falls under the large umbrella of this broad debate and dig in:  what moral issues affect your thinking?  What stands in the way of you whole-heartedly embracing a yes/no or black/white stance on the question?  How did the facts that you uncovered during research influence your current way of thinking and/or complicate the question and your decision making process?  In other words, make a narrow, nuanced claim that deeply explores one facet of the issue rather than providing a laundry list of pro or con arguments.

This topic, though it may seem one-dimensional or narrow, is truly interdisciplinary.  Each individual thinker/writer you encounter in your research will present you with a new twist on the question, a new way of looking at the issue.  It will soon become clear that questions such as this that encompass politics, personal preference, health and a person’s right to be in charge of his own body.  Simply put, there is not a cut-and-dried, yes-or-no answer.  

Requirements:  This essay requires extensive research.  You must incorporate at least 4 sources into your essay:  two of the four articles we read as a class, one independently sourced scholarly article (at least 5 pages long) and one independently sourced popular article from a reliable source.  You may refer to more than the 4 required sources if you wish.  I will pay special attention to how you structure and organize your essay; most especially to the reasons and evidence you choose to include and they ways in which you attempt to appeal to your reader or convince him of the significance of your ideas. Your paper must be plagiarism free and follow MLA format (including a perfect works cited page and perfect parenthetical citations).

This is:   an exploration and explanation of your informed opinion about one very small facet of a very large debate concerning governmental food regulations.  This opinion is the result of a synthesis of your experiences, beliefs and research.  

This is not:  a summary of another author’s unique view on governmental food regulations or a summary of several essays and arguments (i.e. a list), all of which support your most basic claim.
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