Field/Rubric

 
An A Paper:  Does all that a “B” paper does in addition to offering a pleasurable, smooth read.  In other words, the paper is coherent, clear and inviting—it doesn’t discourage or confuse the reader.  The author of this paper is clearly an expert who took pains to build his argument so the reader would walk away with a more complete understanding of the subject matter.  In short, the author owns this paper.

A “B” Paper:  Presents a coherent thesis or guiding question with only occasional gaps in the flow of ideas; interprets the conversation going on between sources by making connections and pointing out relationships between the sources and the author’s own ideas; structures the essay with a clear intention of guiding his reader; explores issues and ideas deeply and intentionally; does not make thoughtless generalizations or become repetitious; uses clear and concise language; makes the reader feel a strong and confident authorial presence; fulfills all the requirements of the essay prompt.

A “C” Paper:  Offers characteristics of a first or unrevised draft in that ideas are presented in list form with minimal exploration and exposition of the relationships between them; there is not a coherent thesis or guiding question presented throughout the essay; the author does not forefront his own ideas but instead leans on ideas uncovered in his sources; makes generalized statements without exploration and becomes repetitious as a result of his hesitancy to deeply and thoroughly explore issues and ideas; fulfills all the requirements of the essay.

An “F” Paper:  To a significant extent does not complete the elements asked for by the assignment; is incoherent, completely off-assignment or is incomplete.
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