Field
Sugar/Popular Research

Popular Research

At this point, I invite you to click around on the Internet-do a Google search, read personal blog posts, and search YouTube.  We are not doing academic research here, just exploring an issue.  Carden and Bittman both mention or list websites in their articles-visit them.  Some possible search terms include:  sugar regulation, soda/New York City, food stamps/junk food, snack machines in school, calorie count/school lunch, San Francisco/Happy Meals, California Proposition 37 (GMO Labeling proposition).  Websites you could visit and search include The Huffington Post, Salon.com and Slate.com.

As you search, keep track of any website, article or other media you find interesting and think might be useful to you in the future.  This is called a working bibliography.  A working bibliography is not a correct and complete works cited page.  Instead, it is a list of possible sources that includes all the information you might need to find that source again if you wish to use it in the future. On this list, you might include notes such as “this source talks about the connection to alcohol addiction” and you should try to include as much identifying information as possible.  This working bibliography will be worth 2 of the 5 points you may receive for the pre-writing exercise.

Now, discuss what you find online (or in other media).  What kinds of discussions do you see happening about sugar regulations?  Who is participating in and starting these discussions? Who are articles about processed sugar aimed at? Does the general public seem to lean more towards one side of the debate than the other?  What kinds of people or groups tend to support regulations and what kinds of people or groups don’t?  
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