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“You have zoro privacy anyway, et over )7 Phis bt and oftquoted
datement was the retort of Seett deNealy, Sun Microsystems CLO, when
questioned about the potentiad privicy breaches of new networking teche-
nolosy ata press conference i 1999 1 he night? And it so, does it mean that
people once had something fumitiarly known as privacy? It is gone, when
did it disappear, and why? MeNealy's declaration s probably an exaggera-
tion, but s aot by any means aonusual There has been atot ol talk abowt
privacy fately, most of it focusing on privacy’s dissolution. But one cannot
steipibly speak about the disappearance of something without knowing
what that something i—and there seoms to be g glanng luck of consensus
about what privacy 15 amd 15 not.

Privicy 1s oneg of those commonsense concepts that s understood,
an osome level, within every human society, To be sure, the meaning of
privacy and the social conventions surrounding it vary dramatically by

oeio-historieal contest, but aathropolomgead research reveals that “at least
wdesire Tor privaey [is] a poohunan et (Moore, 198:4270), Fhie vinnable
pature of the meamng of privicy, s with any component of nonuaterial
culture, urakes it ditienit to arvive atan exact definition. Challenges aside,
3 tundiimental detinition from which provicy rescarch may commonty pro-
coed is crucial, as s an objective neans by which to analyze privicy as a phe-
pomenon within specitic historical and cultural contexts, Fntend to provide
hothe to clucidate the essentiad meaning of privacy by exannning its wvasion
A o olfer 4 tool usetul for analyzing privacy as situated m particular times
i places,
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Stedin s Covernge of News: Faticnng the Audicnee [ 74
teding i very powertul i our society TEatlects hos we view certam topies and it ean

dter the way we think, For exaunple, print media can intluence the way women think about therr

5 being the pertect sive, leading women to think that i order to be

Bodies by portraying amodel as

fect, they have to be asize zeros Soctab medin can imtluence teenaers to pacticipate i iegal

per

tvities such s underage donking, Sumlarly, mass media such as news networks mtluence the

Al

way people in America view gun violence. For many people, a news network is the primary
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news coverage source; however, th’ey’wmi (o inaceurately over-report stories about gun violenee,
resulting in viewers becoming too dependent on these networks for coverage ot such violence.
Many viewers do not realize that in order to attract more viewers and generate profit, news
networks entice their audience by using dramatic sensory enhancements, specitic reporting
language ;mxi ibk!owing a predetermined tormula. These tactics create intrigue and cause
Americans to respond quickly to gun violence; over time, these same tactics can lead people not

relying on their own beliefs and morals when analyzing violent acts. This lack ot self-

questioning will eventually cause Americans to hesitate to take action against gun violence.
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poatent et dhee Doy hontithes decraon b hag aaneone cloe g prosent when e patent
ekt incdicanon (Gadviny Sad pust hike the potient, the doctor s actoms must be s aluntay
POy, w}n}miimr‘z;ui eadth cane providers are not required by Loy o olter s medication
to there patients (Gadviy However nadung svoald Change o the question did not paass, e s
Sovensber, Micsachusetts restdents Biced adecmsion o potentiadly change the end ot Lite opittany

tor ateomnadly df perton, When imost ot them contemplated bow they would vore, they thoault

thout the Biteral changes that svould ke place o the Ly passed. But many vorers Jid not think

.

thout what 4 rnove tosward ths Low would mean tor our society as a4 whole,

Fepalization ot Medical Manjuana in the State ot Massachusetts f e

Manjuana has become a popular ballot item, appearing on legalization im;;nvcs
i a number ot states, both for medical, and in some states, recreational use, {he states
that have inade groundbreaking legislation i the legalization of marijuana tor medical
purposes include Calitornia, Colorado, Oregon and Washington. These liberal states have
paved the way and continue to push tor legalization tor gcncmi,;:{ccn:utionul usage, In
tact, on November 6, 2012, Colorado and Washington became the tirst states to fegalize
martjuana tor this purpose. In 2012, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts placed an
tnitiative to legalize manjuana tor medicinal purposes on the ballot. Muassachusetts voted
to legalize. Now, as Massachusetts stands in the spotlight created by this radical
legislation, residents and observers in other states want to know why the initiative passed,
and how therapeutic marijuana will play a role in the future of the bay state. As
Massachusetts now addresses the issues of production, delivery mechanisms, quality
control and taxation of this newly decriminalized substance, this is an opportunity for
Massachusetts to overcome the difficulties faced by other states, and provide a positive

example tor those that will follow.
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Pothere s one tung L now bond homan By o0 e that s fear e tnkiown, W

Pecome amaons when our mihae coviconment threatens 1o chanue. ERnow i tecling Al oo
1 &%

sulland recently ceperntenced it when | discovered that Moassachusceirs votury would Jeoide

whether or not they wanted to fewadize phiysicin-assisted sterde during e 2012 Clection A g

creature of habit, [onmediately opposed this wden because it an nntamliae practice that hay

never heen pact ot my norm.,

But Ldiscovered that something greater held me back from

kA

supporting the hallot question: my faith, Although the clection iy now over, [ continue t

0 wonder

i Dwall ever put the religious pact ol e aside to support asimilar ballot question. Further, |

contemplate whether people ol imy faith will evee aeeept asimtlar ballot question, and it they do

what that would mean tor our suciety.,

(he second ballot question of Massachusctts, known as the death with dignity act, iy a

proposed law that would give a terminally ill person more control vver the end of their ltte, The

Law originated from the idea that giving terminally il people the option to end their life sarly

allows them to end their suttering from puin rather than prolong it (Emanuel). I the question

passed in Massachusetts, the law would allow people diagnosed with an “incurable, irreversible

discase™ that would end their life “within six months" o request a prescription for end of life

medication from their physician (Galvin). After the patient has “voluntarily” made the request,

theie physician would go through various steps with the patient such as recommending that their



