To revise is to drastically alter.  In other words, through revision, the meaning of your paper will become clear, narrowed and pervasive.  The point of revision is to make sure every paragraph, sentence and word work to illuminate an idea (your original idea) for your reader.  Please keep this goal in mind as you revise your paper.

1.  What is the point of your paper?  What specific idea are you exploring and illuminating for your reader?  (Note:  This idea MUST be more specific and original than arguing for or against the ballot question.)

Acceptable:  “We cannot allow the natural human fear of the great unknown, death, to stop a suffering patient who has accepted their fate to die.

Pretty Good:  “I feel the most important issue facing the state of Massachusetts and its government is how to properly regulate the medical marijuana in terms of both the gained economic benefit for the state and the distribution of medical marijuana to patients.”

Non-specific:  “I strongly believe that passing the Massachusetts Medical Marijuana Initiative, also known as Question 3, is the right thing to do.”

Find your thesis statement.  Underline or highlight it.  Now, your entire paper-every paragraph, sentence and word, should work to support, explore or explain your statement.  Anything that does not do this should be cut.

2.  Engfish, a form of student writing that is verbose and repetitive that works to mask a writer’s familiarity and comfort with the topic often detracts from the thesis statement, because using it rarely makes any kind of point at all.  General and repetitive statements characterize Engfish.  It is, in fact, the opposite of analytical writing because, describing something in general terms (for instance, stating that something is important) is not actually analyzing it.  Analysis necessitates explaining WHY something is important.

Engfish:  “It is crucial to understand that this is an enormous amount of money which the government would be able to take and put into our economy.  This would be a great way to get some revenue flowing through the economy that needs help.  By legalizing marijuana for medical patients, it would help us, the people of Massachusetts get out of debt and have a good economy.”

Analytical Writing:  “Estimates put the medical marijuana economy into the tens of billions, if not hundreds of billions, and taxation could allow for federal income to surpass that of alcohol or tobacco revenue…This addition of an entirely new legal market will allow for a new sector for job growth.”

Go through your paper and search for Engfish—any statements you make that beg the question “how” or “why,” and any point in your paper where you say the same thing several times in one paragraph.  Get rid of the Engfish-condense repetitious sentences into one statement and answer the question that the statement begs.

3.  Tone:  The voice or attitude you take in your paper.  This is an analytical, exploratory essay about a topic on which you are an expert.  Your tone should reflect this.  Though it is effective at times to deviate from an established tone to prove a point, at other times it just sounds immature and desperate.

Authoritative Tone:  The group supporting this law should provide information that proves their opponents are taunting the public with lies.

Immature Tone:  I forgot where I read it, but I remember reading a quote that said, “Marijuana is the only drug that you can smoke to wake you up as well as smoke to put you to sleep.”

Appropriate Deviation From Tone:  People in opposition to physician assisted suicide like to tout phrases such as murder, unethical, a cheap way out; this is just their self-righteous way of not having to face the inevitable:  Granny has to die sometime.

Inappropriate Deviation From Tone:  And it is their right to believe this, but in the words of The Dude in The Big Lebowski, ‘that’s like, just your opinion, man.”

Read through your paper and look for deviations in tone.  Make sure all such deviations serve the purpose of helping prove your point or explore your question.  If the deviation is simply immature or too familiar, re-phrase.

4.  Passive Voice:  Change the passive into the active to enhance ease of reading.

	Passive:  By having this law passed, it will allow there to be treatment centers	for these patients.
	Active:  Passing this law will allow for treatment centers for these patients.

Go through and locate all passive tense.  Signal words for passive tense include would, should, had, has and verbs that end in “ing.”  Put as much of the paper as you can in the present tense.













5.  Quotations:  This paper is meant to highlight your ideas, not report on other author’s thoughts.  A direct quotation should only work to enhance your own, original ideas.  Earlier in the semester, we worked on successfully integrating quotations into your own writing, or signaling to your reader that you are using someone else’s words.  Now, I want you to work on commenting on the quotation.  Basically, any quotation you use should follow this template:  signal phrase + quotation + commentary.

Acceptable:  “California has conducted surveys that show that the rate of driving under the influence of marijuana has decreased “despite California’s booming medical marijuana industry” (Szalavitz).  To minimize the possibility of drug driving epidemic, Massachusetts can look at the regulations of other states in regard to stoned driving and set up its own policy.

Unacceptable:  But, like “magicians who use distractions to remove the important object from view, proponents of legalized death have shrouded the inviolability of human life in a mist of confusion.  Exposing their ploys is the first step in defeating their efforts to advance the culture of death” (Macleod).  Physicians, policymakers and society must consider the needs of patients, of people, the vulnerability of certain patient groups, issues of trust and professionalism and the complexities of end-of-life care.

Go through and locate all your quotations.  Make sure that they are a) properly introduced with a signaling phrase and b) are there for an obvious purpose (pointed out in the commentary following the quote).

6.  Wordiness:  It is more effective to make a statement simply and clearly, than to make a reader fight to figure out what you are trying to say by adding descriptors, complicated sentence structure and big words.

Wordy:  Heather Clish knew when her father, Lee Johnson, got to her home, something was wrong.  Lee was headed to Europe with his wife Mary Lou, but planned to stop in Boston to visit their daughter and her family.

Concise:  Heather Clish knew something was wrong with her father, Lee Johnson, when he came to visit.

Wordy:  Lee and his family were in the den of their home.

Concise:  Lee and his family were in the den.

As you go through your paper, try to take as many extraneous words out while still retaining the meaning of the sentence.









All Papers Must:

-Use MLA Parenthetical Citations to indicate where research or other writer’s ideas are referenced.  This includes paraphrases, statistics, direct quotations and all uncommon knowledge.

-Refer to and engage with (read:  parenthetically cite) at least 5 sources:  2 peer-reviewed scholastic journals, 2 popular media sources and the ballot question itself.

-Evaluate the ballot question itself and answer this question:  Was there enough material and information available to the average voter to make an informed decision about their vote?

-Mention the possible effects or implications of the outcome of the vote on our society (read:  Massachusetts).

-Explain a personal stance regarding the question that evaluates the author’s current thinking about the question (including questions and concerns).

-Include a perfect Works Cited Page.

-Include an up to date Annotated Bibliography.
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