Field/Sugar They Say/I Say

In this pre-writing exercise you are going to have a chance to figure out exactly what our four class sources have to say about your claim-something that will undeniably be helpful when you sit down to compose your essay.  Then, I invite you to develop a list of your own ideas about the topic.  First, respond to the following four questions for each of our class sources (Lustig, Carden, Cohen and Bittman):
-What is this writer’s general stance on regulations?
-What is this writer’s opinion on my claim?
-What part of the writer’s essay specifically explains how he feels about my claim?
-How can this writer’s words and ideas help me support my claim?

Next comes the hard part:  you’re going to have to think about your claim and try to formulate some independent thoughts.  This is not going to be hard because you are incapable of such thoughts; rather it is difficult because you have spent a lot of time reading what other people have to say about the topic and you have been influenced and swayed by their good ideas.  At this point, I am asking you to push those other voices aside and listen to your own ideas.  Please try to answer the following questions as completely, creatively and thoroughly as possible:  What regulations should the government enact specifically?  How should these regulations be rolled out or enacted?  Who will be affected by these regulations?  Why will these regulations work-what is likely to be the direct result? (Conversely, if you are against regulating in anyway, or against a specific form of regulations you can answer these questions:  What regulations should not be enacted? Why should these regulations not be enacted?  Who will be affected aversely if they are enacted?  Why won’t these regulations work-why are they a bad idea?)
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