Susan Field
English 103
November 10, 2014

Final Unit: Robinson’s “Tyranny of Petty Coercion”

For the final unit of the semester, you will once again engage in a composing process (reading, interpreting, writing, revising) to develop an essay. This time, you will undertake an assignment that is likely to be more typical of the work you will encounter in your academic career – an essay which responds to a specific reading. In this case, the focus of the unit will be “The Tyranny of Petty Coercion” by Marilynne Robinson. 

A typical essay prompt from a course may read something like this:
In her essay, “The Tyranny of Petty Coercion,” Marilynne Robinson offer her interpretation of courage by relying upon various critiques of media, modern and/or popular culture, religion, philosophy, and history. In an essay of 4-5 pages, please analyze and critique Robinson’s model/ideas of courage. As part of your essay, test Robinson’s model by applying it to a courageous figure of your choice. This figure may be any person (real or fictional) that you consider courageous. Is this person courageous according to Robinson? Why or why not? Explain your ideas fully and support them with quotations from the text. The essay is due on Friday, December 12.
Our work, then, is to develop and carry out a timeline and process that will allow you to handle this prompt in an effective manner, one that allows you to fulfill the expectations of the assignment while still honoring your authority as a thinker and writer.
To begin our work, we will; need to devise a suitable timeline for this project. As we work through this exercise, please keep the following things in mind:
· A successful composition process generally begins with a consideration of what you, the author of the essay, brings into the project. What do you know about the subject? What are your biases, thoughts, etc.? What do you not know, what are your areas of potential ignorance about the subject?
· An active reading of all sources (primary and secondary) is critical for developing a coherent and meaningful stance in relation to the subject.
· Having sufficient time to draft and revise your drafts will allow you to develop an essay with greater depth, coherency, and clarity.
· Any additional sources that you bring to your essay will help differentiate your essay from those of other writers and let you develop greater depth and complexity in your work. Think about what other texts can add to the conversation taking place in your work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For Wednesday, November 12th, develop a draft timeline for the unit. This timeline should indicate completion dates for milestones such as annotation, drafting, and revising, as well as any other specific tasks that you feel need to be part of the process. Use the back of this sheet for your draft. We will discuss and compare the various drafts in class on Wednesday to come to a consensus timeline for the unit.
· 

Final Unit Timeline Worksheet: Draft

Week 1
11/10:  Robinson Unit Introduced


11/12:  



Week 2
11/17:  


11/19:  

 

Week 3
11/24:  


Week 4
12/1:  

 
12/3:  



Week 5
12/8: 

 
12/10: Class Evaluations

 
12/12:  Last Day of Class: Final Revision Due
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