Field/Reading Strategies


	Pre-Reading:  perusing the text before you read, noticing and noting properties such as footnotes, charts, graphics, authors, length and format
	Reading: literally reading the text in full with the goal of finding the author’s meaning
	Re-Reading:  returning to the text and processing it in sections, in reverse or in hindsight with the goal of finding meaning for yourself 

	Prepare:  print the text, find a writing utensil (or a few).
	Finish:  Start reading the text at the beginning.  Read the text all the way through.  Even if a text is “hard” or if you can’t make meaning of what you are reading initially, it pays to finish the text in its entirety.  Oftentimes, simply pushing through to the end will enable you to reach an initial and sufficient understanding.
	Gloss/Reverse Outline: Label or categorize individual paragraphs or sections in a text.  Attempt to reduce each paragraph to one main idea sentence.  Then, look at your labels and main ideas with the goal of mapping the text’s structure and argument.  Attempt to figure out how its parts function as a whole.

	Preview:  flip through the text searching for characteristics such as charts, graphics, sub-headings, footnotes, format and length; if there are clues to the texts structure such as headings or sub-titles, read them carefully with the goal of predicting the text’s structural framework.  Note or mark anything you suspect might be important or helpful in making meaning as you read.
	Annotation Shorthand:  Marking a text is referred to as annotation.  Develop your own shorthand for this purpose.  Create a system for things such as encountering a word you don’t know (circle it?  look it up right away?), making a connection between your life and a text (write the connection in the margins?  Highlight in pink?) or encountering an idea you disagree with (underline in black?  Note why you disagree in margin?).  Then, stick with this system.  Use it each time you read a scholarly text and eventually it will become second nature and you will make more meaning as you read.
	Dialectical Notebook:  Identify important, provocative, difficult or pivotal sections of the text (1-3 sentences at most).  Note these sections on a separate document word for word and in MLA style.  Analyze the section (don’t summarize or paraphrase).  Explain why it is important, it’s function in the essay, it’s implications for the world and your evaluation (agree/disagree and why) of the section.  Your analysis should be considerably longer than the section of the text you are discussing.

	Plan:  Decide if you will be able to read the text all at once or if you think you will need to take breaks based on length or time restrictions.
	Question: Note any and all questions you have as you read either directly on the text or on a separate document.  It is important to note questions about the text itself and questions you have about how the text relates to the world and your experiences or views.
	Clarify:  recognize that each re-reading will offer you new insight and a deeper understanding of the text….even asking new questions about a text point to greater clarification and movement towards understanding.
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