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Peer Editing Guide

Each time we work on drafting and revising an essay in this class, we will work in peer editing groups.  This practice serves several purposes:  
-lets you get feedback from more than one person (me) on your ideas
-helps you practice editing and thinking about how to revise  
-allows you access to examples of student work so that you can see how your classmates are interpreting and working with the assignment.  

There are a couple of things to remember as you edit:
-Your partners might have different views and opinions from you and that is fine.  This is not an exercise in debate-focus on how your partner writes rather than whether you agree with his or her ideas.
-Constructive criticism is meant to be helpful-in order to be a helpful peer editor, please try to make suggestions and refrain from simply pointing out deficiencies.
-Do not write your partner’s opinion off as “just a peer editor.”  Every fresh set of eyes that reads your writing will offer you a new perspective and point out possible problem areas.  You do not necessarily have to agree with your partner’s evaluation, but you should consider it seriously.  It is likely that if one person has a hard time understanding your essay, other people will too.
-KEEP your peer editing feedback sheets and turn them in with your next draft.  These sheets are, in effect, somebody else’s work and you are responsible for turning it in.  

Steps to peer editing:
1. Put your pen down and read your partner’s essay slowly and carefully in its entirety.  As you read, try to ignore grammar issues and focus on what the author is saying.
2. Pick up your pen and EDIT the paper.  Editing means to check for grammar and style issues.  Look for awkward phrases, run-ons, fragments and MLA errors.  When you see an issue, point it out by underlining (etc.) and offer a fix or correction if you can.
3. Now, read the essay again for content and style.  Try to notice how your partner furthers our original seed definitions.
4. Answer the questions on the back of this sheet in addition to making notations on your partner’s text.








Editor’s Name:					Author’s Name:

1. What is your partner’s focus or angle?  (I don’t mean for you to point out what term the author is defining; instead point out how your partner’s definition is different from the definitions we read in class.)








2. What do you like about your partner’s introduction?  How could he or she improve it and make it more functional or have more of an impact?





3. What moves does your partner make?  (Refer to the 6 moves we covered in class and point out any original moves.)  In your opinion, what moves should the author consider making in his revision?







4. What do you like about your partner’s conclusion?  How could he or she improve it and make it more functional or have more of an impact?






5. Fill in the following sentences:
a. The best, most effective thing about your paper is:
b. Your paper could be most improved by:
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