Field/3.5
Pre-Writing 3.5:  The Paper Pitch

The first draft of the Unit 3/Ballot Question Essay is due Monday, November 26th in class.  This draft will be distributed for peer revision and turned in for an initial grade.  I want to take this opportunity to point something out that most, but not all of you have realized:  the more effort you put into the first draft is directly correlated with the extent of the revisions required of you.  For this reason, I am assigning PW 3.5:  The Paper Pitch.  Successfully completing this assignment puts you closer to turning in a first draft that will wow me.  

In short:  this is a high stakes paper (30% of your final grade).  Treat it as such by devoting time to planning, organizing, researching, formatting and revising before your peers and I see it.

1. Take some time to read over the essay prompt. Annotate as you go-take notes about what you know your plan to be.   Ask yourself if you have appropriate sources and think about what aspects of the prompt you are going to focus on and highlight in your essay.  Ask yourself if you have enough information to write for 7 pages.
2. Take some time to read over all the assignments you’ve done for Unit 3 so far.  This includes your dialectical journal.  Annotate as you read, noting things you know you will include in your essay.
3. Now:  pitch your paper.  In some sort of organized format of your choosing, create a plan.  You might write an actual outline; list questions you are still trying to answer, or conclusions you’ve made; go through the prompt and briefly answer the questions there; explain which parts of the prompt are going to be at the forefront of your essay, you could list quotations you plan to use and make a note of how they will help you; outline the order in which you will address the parts of the prompt.  You could even write a first draft.

After reading through your pitch, I should be able to discern the following:  what general order will your paper follow?  Which two disciplines do your scholarly articles come from and how do the lenses of these disciplines help you understand the question?  How will the scholarly essays and the popular media sources interact or speak to each other in the essay?  Is there a guiding thesis or (more likely) a question that serves to thread your essay together? Which parts of the prompt are important to you—how will these components be highlighted in the essay?  What are your answers to some of the questions in the prompt?

This assignment must be typed, but it may take the form of notes or an outline; in fact I do not believe that a prose response will be useful when it comes time to write the paper.  Feel free to move back and forth between sentences/paragraphs and bullet points or lists of questions.  I highly encourage you to include any quotations you want to use and cite them properly now (so you don’t have to do it later).  This assignment is due (printed on paper with ink) on Monday, Nov 19.  I will email you with my comments and questions (and a grade) by Wednesday, November 21st.
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