Field
Dion/Wilson PW2
Due:  September 8, 3014

Reading Wilson

Part 1:  Finish Pre-Reading and Reading the first two chapters of Let’s Talk About Love.  Refer to your Reading Strategies chart to ensure that you are an active, participating reader rather than an unaffected, and ultimately, uninformed reader.  Engage in reading strategies you know and trust-and try one or two new ones.  When you’re done, please write about how you actively read.  This need not be extensive; it might even be a list with a little explanation.  I would like to know how you understand yourself to be participating in the reading.

Part 2:  Now I would like you to write about Wilson’s writing-be careful, these questions are not meant to evoke commentary about what Wilson writes, rather, they are meant to help you think about how he writes.  Of course, some discussion of the topic is unavoidable, but do not exclusively summarize.

Try to classify Wilson’s writing; is it personal, research, academic, something else all together?  Does it cross genre boundaries?  Point out and refer to parts of the text that help with classification.  

Now comment on the many (many!) references Wilson makes.  What purpose do they serve?  What affect did they have on you as you read?  Can you classify them?  Is it helpful to do so?  

There are quite a few personal anecdotes in these 2 chapters.  Why? What purpose do they serve?  Would the chapters ‘work’ without the anecdotes?  With significantly fewer anecdotes? 

Next, take a look at the structure of each chapter.  Is there a beginning, middle and end?  What do the sub-sections signify; how do they affect the reader?  Does the organizational structure have anything to do with the genre or references you wrote about before?  Does one shape or contribute to the other?  Look at the 2 chapters together.  Can you notice any sort of super-structure?  Do you see connections or bridges between the two?

Finally, briefly explain what Wilson’s project is as you understand it.  Do you find any merit in this project?  Why?  How is this project different from review or criticism, the type of work Wilson claims he usually produces?

*Please Note:  This PW assignment, like the majority of PW assignments you receive in 102, asks questions and follows those with many, many sub-questions.  You are not required to answer each and every sub-question-though you may if you choose.  They are included to help kick start your thinking.  Please think of them as conversation starters rather than requirements.
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