Susan Field
Integrity/Civil Liberty Definition Essay

Furthering an Idea:  The Definition Essay

Brief Prompt:  In an organized, extended definition essay, define Integrity or Civil Liberty.  Make sure that your definition is an extension of Carter or Lieber’s ideas/essays and that you give credit to the author for his ideas when necessary.

Long Prompt:  We spent the last few class periods studying and analyzing two definition essays.  In your pre-writing assignments you worked on both coming to terms with the definitions the authors offered (PW 1.1) and thinking about how your own ideas and experiences might affect your personal understanding and definition of the term you chose to work with (PW 1.2).  Now it is time for you to strike out on your own and prove your understanding of both the original “seed” essay, and the concept of furthering an idea, by writing your own definition essay.

In an organized, extended definition essay, define Integrity or Civil Liberty for a modern/contemporary audience of your peers.  Please consider Carter or Lieber’s essay as a “seed” from which your definition will grow.  Your definition will likely be based on what you see as the most important ideas from your chosen text.  Because of the nature of the act of definition (i.e. we are all starting from the same, basic understanding of the term) your basic or short definition might be uniform similar to your classmates’; but any furthering of the idea or definition will be original and unique to your essay.

I expect that you WILL quote from your seed essay—there will no doubt be a point at which doing this will be necessary and beneficial to your essay, but do not rely on Carter or Lieber to do the definition work for you—use them to support your own ideas or to explain where your ideas come from.

In addition to what you write (content), I will be paying close attention to how you write (the moves you make and how you organize your essay).  You will likely mimic several of the moves our authors made and you might even organize your essay in a similar manner.  Just keep in mind:  mimicking moves does not mean copying—you need to develop your own examples, analogies, lists of attributes, etc.

This is:  an explanation of your personal definition of Civil Liberty or Integrity.
This is not:  a summary of the four texts we read in class.








Tentative Calendar (Subject to Change)
2/7:  Draft 1 due for comments (bring 3 copes), Peer Editing Groups, MLA (Bring Hacker!), Rubric
2/12:  Draft 1 returned with comments, Peer Editing Groups, Revision in Class, Review Prompt
2/14:  Draft 2 due for a grade, Rubric Activity, Ice-skating/Daly
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